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Abstract. William Shakespeare's Sonnet 12 is one of the most striking examples of the poet's 

reflections on time, aging, and the inevitability of loss. The article provides a critical analysis 

of this work, examining the main themes, images, and artistic techniques used by the author. 

Particular attention is paid to the symbolism of nature, the contrast between the temporality of 

human life and the eternity of art, as well as the philosophical subtext of the sonnet. 
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Abstract. Uilyam Shekspirning “Sonet 12” asari shoirning zamon, qarilik, yo'qotish 

muqarrarligi haqidagi mulohazalarining yorqin namunalaridan biridir. Maqolada ushbu 

asarning tanqidiy tahlili, muallif tomonidan qo'llanilgan asosiy mavzular, tasvirlar va badiiy 

uslublar ko'rib chiqiladi. Tabiatning ramziyligi, inson hayotining vaqtinchalikligi va san'atning 

abadiyligi o'rtasidagi ziddiyat, shuningdek, sonetning falsafiy pastki matniga alohida e'tibor 

beriladi. 

Kalit so'zlar: vaqt, qarish, tabiat, san'at, o'lmaslik. 

 

William Shakespeare, the greatest playwright and poet of the Renaissance, wrote 154 

sonnets that remain the subject of intense study and admiration to this day. Sonnet 12, part of 

the first part of the collection, dedicated to a young man, is a profound reflection on the passage 

of time, the inevitability of aging, and the attempt to overcome these processes through art. 

In this analysis, we will look at the key themes, images, and artistic devices used by 

Shakespeare, as well as their significance in the context of the era and modern times. 

Sonnet 12 begins with an address to the hours: 

 

"When I do count the clock that tells the time, 

And see the brave day sunk in hidden night, 

When I behold 1the violet past prime 2, 

And sable 3curls all silvered o'er 4with white" 

 

These lines immediately set the tone for the work, emphasizing the importance of time 

as a central theme. The poet observes nature and notices how everything around him gradually 

fades: leaves turn yellow, flowers fade, hair turns gray. This process symbolizes the 

inevitability of aging and death. However, Shakespeare offers a solution to this problem - the 

continuation of the family through offspring or the preservation of the memory of a person 

through art. In final couple lines He writes : 

 

"And nothing 'gainst 5Time's scythe 6can make defense 

 
1 behold : see, observe 
2 past prime : faded, wilted, past its bloom 
3 sable : dark, black, raven 
4 o'er : over 
5 gainst : against 
6 Time's scythe : the passage of time, the ravages of time, time's destructive power 
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Save the breed, to brave him when he takes thee 7hence" 

 

Here the author emphasizes that only the birth of children or creativity can resist the 

destructive effects of time. 

The theme of time and its destructive power is one of the main themes in the sonnet. It 

echoes the philosophy of the Renaissance, when people were actively thinking about man's 

place in the Universe and his finitude. However, Shakespeare does not limit himself to gloomy 

thoughts – he offers hope, albeit conditional. Modern researcher J. Shapiro notes that 

"Shakespeare masterfully combines melancholy and hope, creating a complex emotional 

spectrum" [1]. 

Shakespeare uses images of nature to convey his message. For example, he describes 

how "the violet past prime" (withered violet) and "sable curls all silvered o'er with white" 

(black curls covered with gray hair) symbolize the loss of youth and beauty. 

Nature here acts as a metaphor for human life: all living things are subject to the laws 

of time. The image of "Time's scythe" deserves special attention , as it enhances the drama of 

the sonnet and emphasizes the inexorability of time. 

E. Smith comments on this duality: “Shakespeare plays with the contrast between the 

cyclicality of nature and the linearity of human life, creating a tragic effect” [2]. 

In Sonnet 12, Shakespeare uses a number of literary devices, such as metaphors, similes, 

alliterations, and assonances. For example, the comparison of time to a clock ("the clock that 

tells the time") allows the reader to visualize the abstract concept of time, and the repetition of 

the [t] sound in the lines "When I do count the clock that tells the time" creates the effect of a 

ticking clock, reinforcing the sense of the inexorable passage of time. 

The rhythmic structure of the sonnet also plays an important role: three quatrains and a 

final pair of lines help the author gradually develop the idea, reaching a climax in the finale. 

Researcher N. Rose argues that "sound effects in Shakespeare's sonnets often serve as an 

additional means of expressing the theme of time" (Roos, 2019). 

Sonnet 12 can be considered as a philosophical statement. Shakespeare poses the 

question: how to preserve the meaning of life in the conditions of its temporary nature? The 

answer lies in the continuation of the family or creative heritage, which reflects the humanistic 

ideas of the Renaissance. However, the author is aware of the limitations of any solution offered 

by man. As J. Bates notes, "Shakespeare does not offer a final answer, but only emphasizes the 

complexity of human existence" [4]. 

Modern scholars emphasize the relevance of Sonnet 12 for today. K. Duncan-Jones 

writes that "Shakespeare speaks about what has worried people of all times: the fear of aging 

and the desire to leave a mark on history" [5]. In the era of technology and rapid change, 

questions about time and immortality become even more acute. 

Today's world offers new ways to "defeat" time: digital technologies, artificial 

intelligence, genetic engineering. However, as in the case of Shakespeare's sonnet, these 

methods do not provide a definitive answer to the question of the meaning of human life. 

To better understand Sonnet 12, it is important to consider the historical context of its 

creation. The Renaissance was a time of great change: scientific discoveries, cultural upsurges, 

and a rethinking of man's role in the world. People were acutely aware of their vulnerability to 

nature and time, which is reflected in the popular theme of memento mori (Latin for "remember 

death"). 

Shakespeare reinterprets traditional Renaissance themes, adding depth and universality 

 
7 thee : you 
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to them. Modern researcher P. Innes emphasizes that "Shakespeare creates works that remain 

relevant due to their philosophical depth" [6]. 

Sonnet 12 by William Shakespeare is a profound and multifaceted work that touches on 

the universal themes of time, aging, and immortality. Through images of nature and metaphors, 

the author conveys his thoughts on human life and suggests ways to resist time. 

Despite the fact that the sonnet was written more than four hundred years ago, its ideas 

remain relevant today, which confirms Shakespeare's genius as a poet and philosopher. 
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